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A proud tradition at Liberty Forum & Freedom Dinner 
each year is the Think Tank Shark Tank competition 
(generously sponsored by the Smith Family Foundation). 
Roxana Nicula of Fundación para el Avance de la 
Libertad (Fundalib) in Spain won the $25,000 in seed-
funding for her project to take on the highest self-
employment tax in the European Union. This year’s 
esteemed panel of judges included Fred Young, Heather 
Rae Johnson, and Montgomery Brown.

Property foreclosures, restorative justice, right to 
work, and entrepreneurship are at the core of five 
films that were recognized at this year’s Lights, 
Camera, Liberty Film Festival. Free the People’s 
How to Love Your Enemy: A Restorative Justice Story 
won the $10,000 prize.

“It’s now well-established that  
economic freedom is associated 
with low poverty and other desirable 
social outcomes,” Lips commented. “We 
are excited to learn whether the GIEM’s 
measures prove useful in identifying 
where institutions of economic freedom 
may be at risk, because of declining 
support, and where popular support 
could enable greater free-market reforms.”

“

Along with Professor Carlos Newland and Pál Czeglédi, Atlas 
Network CEO Brad Lips unveiled a new study that illuminates 
whether the Overton Window is moving toward, or away from, 
free-market policy solutions. The Global Index of Economic 
Mentality (GIEM) is a cross-country study that measures popular 
support for economic freedom, using data collected via the World 
Values Survey. Where GIEM scores are high, people do not expect 
government to play a major role in directing or regulating economic 
activity, or in redistributing income. The populations of these 
countries largely favor an institutional framework that prioritizes 
private initiative, free competition, and personal responsibility.

2020 L IBERTY FORUM & FREEDOM DINNER ONLINE

Not your grandfather’s  
zoom conference
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The 2020 Liberty Forum & 
Freedom Dinner was our 
most-attended ever with 
over 1,000 people tuning 
in throughout the program.

Did you miss the excitement? All the sessions are 
available at LFFD2020.AtlasNetwork.org!

Ron Manners, recipient of the Sir Antony Fisher Achievement Award, 
hosted a watch party in Perth, Australia.

The team at Universidad Francisco Marroquín called in 
from Guatemala.

The team at the Property & Environment Research Center, 
a finalist for the 2020 Templeton Freedom Award, hosted a 
watch party in their office for the big announcement.

#LFFD20

“Imagine a world with 
none of the 500 Atlas 
Network think tank partners,” 
challenged Ron Manners, 
recipient of the 2020 Sir 
Antony Fisher Achievement 
Award, before describing 
such a world as terrible. 
“Here is our challenge—it’s a 
huge challenge—we need to 
all accept the role we must 
play in expanding freedom 
around the world.”

“
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In his Liggio Lecture (named in honor of Atlas 
Network’s late executive vice president Leonard 
Liggio), Professor David Schmidtz critiqued how 
moral philosophy lost its way in the 20th century by 
removing itself from practical problems that can be 
evaluated in light of empirical evidence. He called 
for a return to lessons learned in the Enlightenment 
that, at its best, philosophy engages the practical 
challenge of discovering norms and rules that allow 
people to live together in peace.

The audience was the judge for our annual John 
Blundell Elevator Pitch competition, where eight 
alumni of our Leader Lab program each had just 
sixty seconds to persuade the global crowd of the 
importance of their work to promote liberty. Natalie 
Dowzicky of the Cato Institute won first place and a 
$1,500 grant for her organization. Devin Scanlon of 
the Mercatus Center at George Mason University 
took second ($1,000), and Graeme Taylor of Texas 
Public Policy Foundation took third ($500).

Economist Aleś Alachnovič gave an optimistic 
report on pro-freedom protests in Belarus that have 
persisted since the country’s disputed presidential 
election in August.

Hong Kong publisher and dissident Jimmy Lai explained 
in a touching interview why he’s risked so much for 
a cause that’s being suffocated by the Communist 
Chinese government.

Rising star Big Daddy Liberty spoke with Ibrahim B. 
Anoba—who is a fellow at Atlas Network’s Center for 
African Prosperity—about the prospects of the Cheetah 
Generation leading authentic change throughout 
Africa. Anoba has written extensively about the roots of 
liberty in the African tradition and how a rediscovery of 
that tradition can help unleash the continent’s economy 
in the 21st century.

Chief innovation officer and vice president at the 
Commonwealth Foundation in Pennsylvania, Jennifer 
Stefano, provided poignant anecdotes of the response 
of Americans to the disruption posed by the pandemic 
and by heavy-handed government responses during 
a discussion of strategies needed to create inclusive 
prosperity and social resilience in the wake of 
pandemic and shutdowns.
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Thank you to the dozens of speakers and hundreds 
of active attendees who made #LFFD20 a success!

The best part of Liberty Forum is learning from smart people from 
 all over the world. This year, the sense of ‘common cause’ among 
disparate peoples felt even greater by our participation from afar.  
Thank goodness Atlas Network exists to bring this community together!

“

—  ATLAS NETWORK BOARD MEMBER ROBERT BOYD

Agustín Etchebarne

Arpita Nepal

Juan José Daboub

Guillermo Peña Panting

Iván Cachanosky

Linda Whetstone

Niels Veldhuis

Tricia Yeoh

Alexander Skouras

Brian Yablonski

D. Dhanuraj

Jeffrey A. Singer

John B. Taylor

Luis E. Loria

Rainer Heufers

Will Dowell

Amity Shlaes

Bruce Vaillant

Dinh Tuanminh

Heather Templeton Dill

Jesús Gerena

Maggie Horzempa 

Randy Hicks

William Easterly

Aneetha Warusavitarana

Calixto V. Chikiamco

Elise Westhoff

Ibrahim B. Anoba

Johan Norberg

Mark Littlewood

Ratko Nikolić

Emily Chamlee-Wright

Anthea Haryoko

Corinne Parenti

Felippa Amanta

Isabelle Hirs-Schaller

Kristian Niemitz

Matthew Mitchell

Scott Barbee

Linda Kavuka Kiguhi
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Center for Indonesian Policy Studies (CIPS) was announced 
as the winner of the 2020 Templeton Freedom Award for its 
work to liberalize the food trade in Indonesia, and CIPS Ex-
ecutive Director Rainer Heufers accepted the award, which 
carries a prize of $100,000 and is generously sponsored by 
Templeton Religion Trust. It was presented at Atlas Net-
work’s virtual Freedom Dinner on November 12. 

Since gaining independence in 1945, Indonesia’s govern-
ment has pursued a harmful policy of food self-sufficiency 
that imposes severe import restrictions, tariffs, price con-
trols, monopolies by state-owned enterprises, and barriers 
to entry—all in the name of independence. These laws in-
crease the cost of food, resulting in significant food inse-
curity across Indonesia: 26 million people lack the income 
to buy adequate food and an additional 68 million Indo-
nesians are considered extremely vulnerable to food price 
increases. Focusing its efforts on making nutritious food 
widely available for the poor, Center for Indonesian Policy 

Studies’ Hak MakMur campaign contributed to the reduc-
tion of import restrictions on beef, corn, rice, and other 
food products, resulting in an estimated savings of US$1.9 
billion for Indonesian households between 2016 and 2019. 

Most recently, the Indonesian parliament passed into law 
the single largest set of policy reforms since Indonesian de-
mocracy began two decades ago. 

“They plan to open Indonesia’s food trade and increase the 
role of the private sector in raising agricultural productiv-
ity,” explained Heufers. Previously, Indonesian laws only 
allowed imports when domestic supplies were insufficient; 
under the new law, the government has dropped import 
restrictions as a strategy to support farmers, penalties on 
imported commodities and arbitrary weight limits have 
been removed, and citizens are free to import livestock. At-
las Network is proud of all that CIPS has accomplished in 
its short existence, and we look forward to their continued 
success on this important issue.

“
Along the way, the CIPS team  
benefited enormously from 
engaging with the Atlas Network 
Academy,” said Heufers. “In 
particular, the Mentorship program 
within ANA came at a crucial time 
for our team. We encountered a 
cash flow crisis, and the Mentorship 
program helped us identify a way 
forward, and we’re so much stronger 
on the other end of that experience.”  

INDONESIAN THINK TANK 
WINS 2020 TEMPLETON 
FREEDOM AWARD

Atlas Network CEO Brad Lips and Board Chair Debbi Gibbs 
greet the finalists of the 2020 Templeton Freedom Award 

shortly before the announcement of CIPS as the winner, which 
served as the grand finale of the 2020 Freedom Dinner.

CIPS has engaged with the full suite of Atlas Network Academy’s offerings 
over the last several years. Its head of external relations, Anthea Haryoko, 
has won multiple Think Tank Shark Tank competitions, and Heufer’s in-
volvement with the Mentorship program created critical relationships that 
fostered the organization’s long-term viability and allowed his team to fo-
cus on the crucially needed policy reform component of its work. 
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Join us at our 2021 
Regional Events!

After a year of virtual events, we are excited to meet in-person 
when and where it’s possible. As we pave the path forward, save 
the dates for our Regional Liberty Forums—and especially for our 

2021 Liberty Forum & Freedom Dinner in New York City.

KYIV 
UKRAINE

NEW YORK CITY 
UNITED STATES

MEXICO CITY 
MEXICO ACCRA 

GHANA
MANILA 
PHILIPPINES

May 13-14		  Europe Liberty Forum in Kyiv, Ukraine
June 10-11		  Latin America Liberty Forum in Mexico City
August 19-20		  Africa Liberty Forum in Accra, Ghana
November 10-11	 Liberty Forum in New York City
November 11	 Freedom Dinner in New York City
December 16-17	 Asia Liberty Forum in Manila, Philippines

Dates subject to change, so please check AtlasNetwork.org for the latest information.
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“DEBBI GIBBS

Two Liberty Center 4075 Wilson Boulevard Suite 310
Arlington, VA 22203 | atlasnetwork.org

“The butterfly effect of 
liberty and prosperity 
in this interconnected 
world can be amplified 
and accelerated by Atlas 
Network’s networking 
capacity and increase 
the impact and efficacy 
of advances in every 
community.” 
� — DEBBI GIBBS




