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{ALUMNI IN FOCUS}

OVERCOMING SERBIA'S HAUNTING PAST

By Petar Cekerevac, Executive Manager of Libek (Serbia)

Serbia’s past still haunts it today.

'The current culture in my country has been shaped
by a violent 20th century, 50 years of communist
one-party rule, 10 years of dictatorship and mafia
state, and 18 years of slow and incomplete transition
toward a free society. Many issues from the past
have not been resolved, and many people go back to
them, especially in times of crisis.

'This turbulent past has created a very polarized so-
ciety. It has created space for extremists of various
kinds, and it seems like they are just waiting for the
right opportunity to capitalize on conflict and ad-
versity.

While we recognize the importance of Serbia’s past,
we can'’t get sidetracked by it, like so many in the
country do. But we help them avoid the pitfalls of

relying on many of the failed ways of the past by
pointing out a path out of apathy and disappoint-
ment and toward prosperity.

And a big way we do this is through our exciting
online platform, Talas.

Talas communicates the ideas of liberty at scale and
in a practical way — by applying libertarian views
and ideas to the political and economic reality of
Serbia. This way we reach people we have not been
able to reach before. We do this by meeting their
need for high-quality political content — providing
them with daily opinion and commentary on topics
they care about, in contrast to most other media,
which are repetitive, and government-controlled.

We like to think of Talas as a fresh stream of ideas
on key economic and political problems, and a plat-

WHILE WE RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF SERBIA'S
PAST, WE CAN'T GET SIDETRACKED BY IT, LIKE SO MANY
IN THE COUNTRY DO.
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Cekerevac delivers his $25,000-winning pitch for the Talas media outlet in the 2018 Think Tank Shark Competi-
tion on Nov. 8 at the Intrepid Museum in New York City.

form for discussion of the future of the country.

We have always thought that the ideas of liberty
can and should resonate with wider audiences, and
with Talas we wanted to make that happen for Ser-
bia and beyond.

When Libek started in 2008, there were only a few
of us in our college classes promoting and open-
ly embracing classical liberal ideas. Today, we're
thrilled to see that there are several organizations
and student groups in our movement, our experts
appear in mainstream media, and were constantly
meeting new people who want to be part of creating
a more prosperous Serbia.

We at Libek have benefited directly from Atlas Net-
work’s support and training. Its training programs
have improved our ability to focus and maintain the
right managerial mindset while at the same time
providing us with key strategies, tactics, and tools
that we use in our everyday work and that are nec-
essary for organizational development and growth.

We have also been able to learn a lot from other
groups around the world, while Atlas Network’s
strategic grants have been of key importance for our
ventures in public policy and public communication
work. One of the best things about Atlas Network’s
training and support is that it is custom-made to
fit the needs of your organization, and you always
come out of training with actionable outputs.

Petar Cekerevac is an alumnus of Atlas Network's Leadership Academy and winner of two of Atlas Network's new
idea pitch competitions: Think Tank Shark Tank Global Competition held during Atlas Network's annual Liberty
Forum & Freedom Dinner in New York, November 2018, and Think Tank Shark Tank Europe Regional Competition
held during Atlas Network's 2017 Europe Liberty Forum in Budapest. During each of the pitch competitions his
proposal was for scaling the Talas media outlet to become the biggest independent online media in the country.

Atlas Network's quarterly review of the worldwide freedom movement

17



18

{SUPPORTER SPOTLIGHT}

Rainbow

e\
ATLAS

NETWORK

Atlas Network is proud to announce the creation
of Rainbow@Atlas, a special fund dedicated to the
principles of inclusivity, tolerance, and diversity. We
believe that no one should ever be excluded from
participating in the benefits of liberty on the basis

volatile change. With a $100,000 matching grant
made possible by Rainbow@Atlas, the Center will
provide management training, project support, in-
tellectual networking, and peer-to-peer learning
opportunities for leaders in the region.

RAINBOWG@ATLAS WILL ASSIST OUR PARTNERS
AROUND THE WORLD WITH GRANTS AND AWARDS
THAT RECOGNIZE AND ENCOURAGE THE GROWING
MULTICULTURALISM AND VARIETY THAT EXISTS IN THE
GLOBAL LIBERTY MOVEMENT.

of gender, race, religion, ethnicity, or sexual orienta-
tion. Rainbow@Atlas will assist our partners around
the world with grants and awards that recognize
and encourage the growing multiculturalism and
variety that exists in the global liberty movement.

Rainbow@Atlas played a central role in the launch
of Atlas Network’s new Center for Latin Ameri-
ca, which is dedicated to promoting peace, justice,
and opportunity for all in a region in the midst of

“Rainbow@Atlas is an exciting addition to At-
las Network’s ability to reach out to our partners
with the message that we are all part of the global
movement for freedom,” said Brad Lips, CEO of
Atlas Network. “The generosity behind this fund is
powering new levels of engagement with friends of
liberty all over the world, and it’s an excellent way
to emphasize our belief in inclusivity while build-
ing the intellectual case for a free, prosperous, and
peaceful world.”

If you would like to learn how you can be involved in Rainbow@Atlas please email Melissa Mann, Atlas Network's
Director of Partnerships at Melissa.Mann@AtlasNetwork.org or visit AtlasNetwork.org/Rainbow
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NETWORK

Each year, Atlas Network hosts regional liberty forums in cooperation
with local organizing partners to support partner organizations in their
desires to learn more from each other and to accelerate the sharing
of best practices through training and friendly competition.

Asia Liberty Forum
February 28-March 1 | Colombo, Sri Lanka

Europe Liberty Forum

May 9-10 | Athens, Greece

Discover Santorini Island - Wonder of the Aegean,
Transatlantic CEO Summit

Latin America Liberty Forum
June 27-28 | Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

CEO Summit of the Americas, The Inaugural Retreat of
the Center for Latin America’'s Council of Ideas

Africa Liberty Forum
August (Days TBD) | Nairobi, Kenya

More information coming soon at
AtlasNetwork.org/RLF
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PRO-MARKETS OR PRO-BUSINESS?

By Roberto Salinas Leon

Below is the text of Dr. Roberto Salinas Leon’s Cornerstone Talk, delivered on June 15, 2018, at Atlas Network's

Latin America Liberty Forum in Santiago, Chile.

Aerial view of Morelia, Mexico.
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The question “should businessmen/women be
pro-market or pro-business?” seems silly at best
and confusing at worst. Yet, it is at the heart of a
crucial public debate concerning the prospects of
free markets throughout Latin American nations.
My own country, Mexico, faced this debate amid a
confrontational electoral episode, which took place
on July 1st. And, sadly, the image of big business

as “mafia in power” is winning the day.

Wherein lies the problem? Consider the modern
“socialist.” She is, in most cases, a young person
governed more by the emotion of the moment

than the logic of a well-reasoned argument. She
takes an Uber to the local Starbucks, to meet her
like-minded friends, dressed in hip-hop tennis
shoes and the latest fashion in jeans, obtained a
tew days ago in an informal market. Upon arrival,
she uses her smartphone to log onto free Wi-Fi,
to post a message in her favorite social media, on
why capitalist barbarians exploit the poor and de-
stroy civility. A discussion ensues on why we need
caring elites to instruct us on how to live our lives,
and erase the income gaps generated by a-moral
market forces.
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'The gathering ends with praise for Naomi Klein,
Noam Chomsky, or Paco Taibo II—and why
we should heed their calls to incarcerate rotten
“neo-liberal” reformers.

Note that all of this is accomplished in a very short
timeframe, and only as a result of the great leap for-
ward in technological innovation. Our millennial
self-proclaimed socialist is, de facto, a typical crea-
ture of globalization and comparative advantage,
one that engages in capitalist acts between consent-
ing adults.

Yet, voices calling for wholesale transformation of
society are usually right, albeit for the wrong rea-
sons. In Latin American countries, business is syn-
onymous with corruption and cronyism, not with

this is precisely what constitutes a fertile breeding
ground for larger-than-life caudillos, figures that
promise instant redemption, the complete recon-
struction of a new social order and the transforma-
tion of the course of history.

'The modern populist, like other creatures of intol-
erance, presumes to have special access to the true
nature of the political order. In this context, debate
and dialogue are rendered impossible: everything
that conflicts with the will of the /der is ruled out
as “neo-liberal” conspiracy. Voices of dissent can no
longer appeal to reaction or education or argument;
and continued disagreement will be met with forced
silence if not outright torture. This is, as experience
in Latin America shows, the beginning of the end
for the prospects of open markets and a free society.

AS CLASSICAL LIBERALS, WE SHOULD NOT SHY FROM
EMPHASIZING THE INSTITUTIONAL REQUIREMENTS
OF MARKETS — NAMELY, EQUALITY BEFORE THE LAW,
TRANSPARENCY, COMPETITION, OR A RELIABLE SYSTEM
OF CHECKS AND BALANCES.

entrepreneurship. This folk wisdom gained signif-
icant traction in the aftermath of the 2008 crisis,
amid comments about the end of capitalism and
the “fat cats” responsible for the exploitation of the
working classes.

In Mexico, the great critic Octavio Paz famously
denounced patrimonialism — a pyramid arrange-
ment between the private and public sectors, found-
ed on a complex web of favors, exemptions, legal
discrimination against new competitors, all at the
expense of consumers and citizens. Patrimonialism
is, of course, just another form of mercantilism. But

'This suggests a strategic need for entrepreneurs and
current business leaders to champion the cause of
open markets and open societies, and not of busi-
ness per se. It is an issue of communication. Any
message or claim that is seen as harboring a vested
interest will be summarily dismissed as neo-liber-
al treason. Many prominent pro-market advocates
have gone at length to articulate this idea. John To-
masi, our distinguished keynote speaker at this Lib-
erty Forum, begins his marvelous reflection on free
market fairness with a sharp distinction between
free markets as enabling a framework that empow-
ers people with an “equal right to compete for po-

Atlas Network's quarterly review of the worldwide freedom movement
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Dr. Roberto Salinas Leon delivered the Atlas Club Briefing prior to Freedom Dinner 2018. Atlas Network's direc-
tor of partnerships, Melissa Mann, conducted a Q&A with him.

sitions on the basis of their talents and ambitions,”
versus mercantilist systems based on “preferment
and patronage,” where everyday exchanges are “con-
strained by the biases...of the politically powerful.”
Also, as Raghuram Rajan & Luigi Zingales argue
in Saving Capitalism from the Capitalists, modern
capitalists have reasons to “fear markets;” and, alas,
often work hard to subvert competition. Capital
markets are “problematic,” they say, “because they
provide resources to newcomers, who can then ...
make markets” more competitive.

So construed, our friends turn out to be our own
worst enemies. Imagine!

In this debate, some economists recommend avoid-
ing “normative” judgments, and insist on a defense

of markets based solely on the grounds of supply
and demand, comparative advantage, and efficien-
cy gains. Yet this seemingly reasonable viewpoint
clashes with the fact that populism, old and new,
sells instant utopia and free lunches; and that it sells
such wishful thinking by simultaneously indicting
outside forces such as free immigration, the 1%,
Wall Street, foreign corporations, or know-it-all
technocrats.

Consequently, as classical liberals, we should not shy
from emphasizing the institutional requirements of
markets — namely, equality before the law, trans-
parency, competition, or a reliable system of checks
and balances. If these and other requirements are
secured, the chances of achieving prosperity are in-

creased. The challenge, as Muso Ayau taught us, is
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to learn to fully understand the meaning of open
markets — not as static systems reducible to sophis-
ticated formulae, but as dynamic, adaptable process-
es that generate vast numbers of everyday exchang-
es between producers and consumers. Muso was a
brilliant exponent on how, in a process of voluntary
trade, one party benefits only if the other party ben-
efits.

In addition, we need to sharpen defensive strategies
and acknowledge our responsibility in being repeti-
tive — in stating and in re-stating how the vanity of
instant redemption leads to misery, repression, and
loss of life. By definition, free markets are not utopi-
an; they have limits, imposed by our own flaws and
fallibilities, as agents participating in a spontaneous
market order.

Consider the rise (or rather, recognition) of informal
economies in Latin America. These show how com-
mercial virtue and enterprise can survive the most
discriminatory settings; and why everyday trade is a
natural human activity, not an ideology or political
doctrine. To be sure, informal economies are local
and limited. Counterfactually, we can imagine how
millions of individuals could harness the prosperity
of an extended market order, if only such exchanges
were governed by simple rules for a complex world,
or the force of free finance, or the remarkable bene-

fits of well-defined property rights.

To repeat: the anti-capitalist mentality gathers
strength when those who are successful products
of open markets (properly understood) suddenly
become rent-seekers, lobbying political friends for
a tariff, tax break, or subsidy; or worse, a bail-out.
'The entrepreneur that risks capital and know-how
in the realm of wealth-generation must also do so
in the realm of conversation and civilized dialogue;
and, such leaders must also learn to see this exercise
as a valuable investment in our common future on

behalf of a free society.

Bill Emmott, former editor of 7he Economist, char-
acterizes the defense of freedom as one grounded
in “the belief in tolerance, freedom and experi-
mentation” over the imposition of solutions from
above. The free and voluntary exchange of ideas is
not merely a source of edification. As Octavio Paz
observed, defending criticism and civilized conver-
sation is, in itself, an act of liberty. In an open so-
ciety, assent and dissent are governed by logic and
evidence, persuasion, and presentation; sometimes
by irony and allegory, other times by the rhetoric of
liberty. Sparta and the populists, contrariwise, aim
to conquer discourse and impose a preconceived
pattern of virtue; and recur to terror, silence, and
subjugation as preferred instruments to win debate.

'This is why, among other reasons, we champion this
Liberty Forum. In the words of the popular wisdom
in Latin America, “hablando se entiende la gente.”

ABOUT ATLAS NETWORK’S CENTER FOR LATIN AMERICA

Dr. Roberto Salinas Leén is the director of Atlas Network’s new Center for Latin America. The center
promotes peace, justice, and opportunity for all in a region in the midst of volatile change. Building on
decades of collaborative work in the region, Atlas Network will strengthen and leverage a partner network
of more than 80 independent civil society organizations based in the countries of Latin America. These or-
ganizations are ideally positioned to develop and implement locally grown solutions to poverty and other

public policy challenges. To learn more, visit: AtlasNetwork.org/Center-For-Latin-America
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2018 TEMPLETON FREEDOM AWARD WINNER
HELPS CREATE A BETTER EGYPT

By AJ Skiera

Atlas Network CEO Brad Lips presents Ahmed Ragab and Mahmoud Farouk of the Egyptian Center for Public

Policy Studies with the 2018 Templeton Freedom Award.

After the dust settled following the Arab Spring
in 2011, Egypt’s score fell dramatically on the
Open Budget Index, which measures government
transparency and citizen engagement in the bud-
get-making process.

Seeking a more transparent and accountable state,
the Egyptian Center for Public Policy Studies, or
ECPPS, developed a program to tackle three long-
standing problems in Egypt’s budgeting process,
which were: a lack of transparency; limited citizen
inclusion in the budget-making process; and out-
of-control energy subsidies, which accounted for a
third of all government expenditures.

After four years working on the project partnering
with various stakeholders and the Ministry of Fi-
nance to address each issue, Egypt’s score on the

Open Budget Index increased 25 points from 16
to 41 in 2017, citizen participation in the budget
exists for the first time, and the Egyptian govern-
ment announced that it will cut all energy subsidies
after 2019. Energy subsidies had constituted one
of the most alarming expenditures in the budget.
'This became a widely discussed problem and, after
the International Monetary Fund weighed in, the
Egyptian government announced its decision to cut
them.

In recognition of its impressive work promoting
greater government transparency and civic engage-
ment, ECPPS was announced as the winner of
Atlas Network’s prestigious Templeton Freedom
Award at the Intrepid in New York City on Nov. 8

during Freedom Dinner.
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“The hope that accompanied the Arab Spring in
2011 went unrealized because moderate voices in
civil society went unheard,” said Brad Lips, CEO
of Atlas Network. “How tremendously encouraging
that ECPPS has answered the call and inspired the
Egyptian government to move toward transparency
and inclusiveness!”

Identifying the problem and providing a solution

'The concept of the Overton Window — that which
encompasses the range of ideas tolerated in public
discourse — was first presented to ECPPS Founder
Mahmoud Farouk during his 2015 Smith Fellow-
ship with Atlas Network. Farouk then went back
to his organization with that concept in mind, and
ECPPS subsequently guided its work along the

Friedmanian mantra of developing alternatives to

respected Open Budget Survey/Index (OBI) to
benchmark progress in increasing transparency of
the budget process, and in the intervening years
between the 2015 OBI and the 2017 OBI collab-
orated with the Ministry of Finance to meet dead-
lines for publishing budget information and also to
transform data from the budget into an easily read-
able format for journalists, academics, and the pub-
lic. A major part of that work was ECPPS’ creation
of the “Citizen Participation in the Budget Report,”
which measures citizens’needs and budget item pri-
oritization.

“All other organizations just draft laws ... ECPPS
provides substance and rigor,” said Mohamed
Fouad, Member of the Egyptian Parliament and
Member of the Planning and Budget Committee.
“They actually examine the policies and alternatives.

"HOW TREMENDOUSLY ENCOURAGING THAT ECPPS
HAS ANSWERED THE CALL AND INSPIRED THE EGYPTIAN
GOVERNMENT TO MOVE TOWARD TRANSPARENCY AND
INCLUSIVENESS!" — BRAD LIPS, CEO OF ATLAS NETWORK.

existing policies and keeping them “alive and avail-
able until the politically impossible becomes the
politically inevitable.”

ECPPS identified groups that had access to the state
and influence on public opinion and then conducted
a multi-level action plan to create an environment
in which the media, government ministries, and
Parliament would consider ECPPS’s recommenda-
tions as the way forward when considering budget
reform. ECPPS’ appropriately measured approach
allowed it to get buy-in from all interested parties.

"Two years into the project, the Ministry of Finance
recognized the work of ECPPS and reached out
to discuss possible changes to the existing budget
process. ECPPS suggested using the credible and

ECPPS is providing true substance. What they are
providing is actual research that bridges the gap
between the legislative and the ground ... ECPPS
went to the governorate level [for the citizen partic-
ipation in the budget], did actual research, and pre-
sented that to Members of Parliament. No one else
is doing that. They ask “‘What is the delta between
perception and actual reality?”

ECPPS’ report collected its data by interviewing
and sampling individuals in 23 of Egypt’s 27 gov-
ernorates (provinces) on what citizens felt needed
more or less spending in the allocated budget — a
colossal undertaking. The report also measured the
level of knowledge people had about the state budget
and the availability of services in these governorates.

Atlas Network's quarterly review of the worldwide freedom movement
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While presenting information to the people in a
way they could understand, ECPPS’ survey of the
23 governorates helped to foster citizen participa-
tion in the budgeting process. The Citizen Partic-
ipation report was made available to the Ministry
of Finance in time for the creation of a new bud-
get, and the Ministry of Finance’s engagement in
many levels of the project gave more credibility to

ECPPS’s work.

“ECPPS is sharp and analytical,” said David Rob-
ins, program officer at the International Budget
Partnership. “They were very responsible partners
and guided us through the process. The Survey is
from the citizens’ point-of-view. It is an assessment
of whether the citizens can engage in the budgeting
process — whether they can access that informa-
tion. The technical ability and advocacy ability of

ECPPS are equal, which is somewhat uncommon.”

'The most recent Open Budget Survey was pub-
lished in January 2018, and Egypt scored 41 (the
global average score is 42). The International Budget
Partnership credits Egypt’s increased availability of
budget information since 2015 to three factors: 1)
publishing the Executive’s Budget Proposal online
in a timely manner, 2) increasing the information
provided in the Enacted Budget, and 3) publish-
ing the PreBudget Statement and Citizens Budget.
ECPPS was heavily involved in obtaining those

three outcomes.

ECPPS also published the “citizens’ budget,” a
simplified version of the official budget. This first-
of-its-kind document prompted a thank you letter
from the Ministry of Finance for ECPPS’ work to

increase transparency and citizens’ inclusion.

“I've known ECPPS a very long time now ... their
greatest recent work is with citizen participation in
the budget, outreach, and education on the budget,”
said Karim Badr, advisor to Egypt’s Minister of In-
vestment and International Cooperation. “We've
had a great jump in our ranking in the OBI, and
ECPPS is responsible for that ... With the resourc-

L
! it

ECPPS educated citizens about Egypt’s budget in an
effort to increase civic participation.

ECPPS trained NGO staffers from different governor-
ates of Egypt about citizen participation in Egypt’s bud-
get as part of the organization's wider effort to increase
civic engagement in Egypt’'s budgeting process.

Atlas Network's AJ Skiera with Ahmed Ragab (execu-
tive director of ECPPS) and Mahmoud Farouk (founder
and board member of ECPPS).
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The Egyptian Ministry of Finance's engagement in many levels of the project gave more credibility to ECPPS  work.

THIS PROJECT MEANS GREATER GOVERNMENT TRANSPAR-
ENCY, BETTER CIVIC ENGAGEMENT, AND MORE OPPORTU-
NITIES FOR CIVIL SOCIETY TO HAVE A VOICE IN EGYPT.

es they [ECPPS] have, they do a great job of intro-
ducing classical liberal and free-market ideas into
the public domain — both to public discourse and
to government policymakers. It wasn’t on the table
before. It is now.”

At a time when budgeting reform in Egypt seemed
politically impossible, ECPPS helped make it polit-
ically inevitable. And at the end of the day, this proj-
ect means greater government transparency, better
civic engagement, and more opportunities for civil
society to have a voice in Egypt.

“In a politically challenging environment such as the
one we're dealing with in Egypt, the most difficult
challenge for a think tank is to find a way to drive
positive change that is concrete, measurable and,
above all, sustainable,” said Ahmed Ragab, executive
director of ECPPS. “This task is even harder if you
have a classical liberal agenda. With ‘Better Bud-
get for a Better Egypt,” ECPPS found the perfect

balance between practical success ... and finding a

space for classical liberal ideas in the public debate
in Egypt, with near-daily visibility in the media and

closer ties with lawmakers and opinion leaders.”

'The Egyptian Center for Public Policy Studies’win-
ning of the 2018 Templeton Freedom Award is a
thorough demonstration of the productive role that
think tanks can play in the public policy sphere. It’s
an inspiration to independent civil society organiza-
tions around the world working to remove the bar-
riers to opportunity and human flourishing and in
keeping free-market ideas ‘alive and available’so that
they may be implemented when the time is right.

About the Templeton Freedom Award:

Awarded since 2004, the Templeton Freedom Award
is named for the late investor and philanthropist Sir
John Templeton. The award annually honors his lega-
cy by identifying and recognizing the most exceptional
and innovative contributions to the understanding of
free enterprise, and the public policies that encourage
prosperity, innovation, and human fulfillment via free
competition. The award is generously supported by
Templeton Religion Trust.

Atlas Network's quarterly review of the worldwide freedom movement
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{IMPACT CASE STUDY}

OPPORTUNITY & JUSTICE:

RETHINKING OHIO’S ENTIRE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

In a Rust Belt swing state where “tough on crime”
has been the norm for decades, The Buckeye Insti-
tute has dared to challenge preconceived notions
about crime, ex-offenders, and why it’s so import-
ant for a state’s economy to tap into a segment of
human capital that has been squandered for far too
long. In recognition of its efforts, Buckeye won At-
las Network’s inaugural 2018 North America Lib-
erty Award.

The Buckeye Institute’s criminal justice reform
campaign began in earnest back in 2014, and over
the past several years has led to the most sub-
stantial state-based criminal justice reforms being
implemented in the country. Not only that, but
years of research, legislative analysis, and coalition
building has allowed Buckeye to understand what
issues matter — and how to effect policy change that
really counts.

Because Buckeye was entering a crowded field with
a lot of existing players the team knew it needed
to be strategic in making alliances to be able to

Buckeye Institute President and CEO Robert Alt speaks
on the panel of finalists for the 2018 Templeton Free-
dom Award at Liberty Forum & Freedom Dinner in
New York City, Nov. 8, 2018.

quires the government to prove that the defendant
had the requisite mental state for each element of
the crime committed. Without Buckeye’s determi-
nation, this reform would have collapsed — instead,
it made its way through the legislature just in time.

BECAUSE OF BUCKEYE'S EFFORTS, OHIO IS NOW
SPENDING CORRECTIONS DOLLARS ON PROGRAMS
THAT RESTORE HARMONY TO THE SYSTEM, NOT JUST
INCARCERATING OFFENDERS.

have any impact. To that end, members of the or-
ganization began communicating with members of
the loosely aligned coalition of groups working on
criminal justice reform in Ohio. Buckeye’s leader-
ship within this coalition was cemented in 2014,
when it was Buckeye who kept all stakeholders at
the table to negotiate mens rea reform, which re-

‘Two years later, Buckeye created a reform package
that effectively ended civil asset forfeiture in Ohio
by requiring a criminal conviction before the gov-
ernment can seize private property valued at less
than $15,000 (which constitutes a majority of the
property seized through asset forfeiture).
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In a May 2017 panel on criminal justice reform in Ohio, Buckeye Institute President and CEO Robert Alt (seated
far right) speaks with Holly Harris, executive director of Justice Action Network (seated far left), Gary Mohr, for-
mer director of the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction (left), and Maurice Clarett (right), former
national champion Ohio State University running back who, after being convicted, turned his life around and
has become a nationally-recognized advocate for criminal justice reform.

Since then, Buckeye has continued to focus on leg-
islative changes that will refocus Ohio’s criminal
justice system on rehabilitation instead of simply
locking up offenders and throwing away the key.
They've done this through shepherding reforms
that make it easier for nonviolent ex-offenders to
find work. And because of Buckeye’s efforts, Ohio is
now spending corrections dollars on programs that
restore harmony to the system, not just incarcerat-
ing offenders.

Because of Buckeye Institute research and work
generating public awareness, state policymakers
codified legislation to divert nonviolent, nonsexual
offenders sentenced to less than one year to be re-
habilitated through treatment programs, probation,
jail, and other local programs. Ohio’s Department
of Rehabilitation and Correction is now granting
money back to the counties — resulting in savings
by reducing the costly expense of housing low-level
offenders in prison. As a result, Ohio’s prison ad-
missions are now at their lowest levels in 27 years,
and taxpayers are seeing huge savings because the

state has no need to build additional prison facil-
ities.

Additionally, in June 2018, Ohio state lawmakers
passed Senate Bill 66, which expands eligibility and
opportunity for record sealing to give nonviolent
offenders a chance at a fresh start, increases oppor-
tunities for treatment rather than punishment, and
makes rehabilitation a top priority so ex-offenders
do not continue to cycle in and out of prison be-
cause of struggles with addiction.

Buckeye continues to build on its policy successes.
Today, Buckeye is leading the fight to reform Ohio’s
broken cash bail system, working with policymakers
on additional reforms that would move Ohio away
from an arbitrary cash bail system and give judg-
es more flexibility and more information to detain
dangerous defendants before trial.

Read the full case study on the Buckeye Institute’s crim-
inal justice reform work at
www.atlasnetfwork.org/case—studies.
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LIBERTY FORUM & FREEDOM DINNER 2018

This year’s Liberty Forum & Freedom Dinner, #LFFD18, brought together over 700 people from 56
countries to celebrate the victories toward freedom made in the past year, to discuss shared challenges,
and to learn from one another how to most effectively advance free-market reforms. This important gath-
ering was made possible by the generosity of many donors, with a special thanks to the Smith Family
Foundation, John Templeton Foundation, and Templeton Religion Trust for funding key Atlas Network
programs highlighted during Liberty Forum & Freedom Dinner. We also welcomed a number of freedom
champions whose attendance had been underwritten by Alan Gibbs, Freda Utley Foundation, and The
Lilly Endowment.

Freedom Dinner 2018 was held at the Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum to accommodate a record-breaking
crowd of over 700 people.

i

Former Atlas Network President Alex Chafuen delivers the 6th annual Liggio Lecture.
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The 2018 class of Think Tank MBA.

Rejoice Ngwenya of Coalition for Market and Liberal Atlas Network supporter Fred Young serves as one of
Solutions (Zimbabwe) hands out 100-trillion Zimbabwe-  the judges of this year's Think Tank Shark Tank Com-
an dollar bills when speaking about sound money. petition.

ndell Elevator
ompetition

€)
NETWORK

AtosNetworkorg
#LFFDIB

Overstock CEO Patrick Byrne (right) delivered the
annual Toast to Freedom during Freedom Dinner at the
Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum.

Fernando Henrique de Sousa Miranda of Students For
Liberty Brasil (Brazil) holds up a shirt of Che Guevara

in his winning pitch during the annual John Blundell
Elevator Pitch competition.
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s The Next Great Comumunicalo $10,000.00

Ten Thousand and

Atlas Network COO Matt Warner presents Atlas Net- New to Liberty Forum & Freedom Dinner this year was
work CEO Brad Lips with a commemorative record Think Freely Media's Great Communicators Tourna-
honoring Lips’ 20 years of service at Atlas Network (with  ment, which featured three individuals competing to
a nod to Lips” history as a writer for music magazines).  deliver the most eloquent defense of classical liberal
ideals. Peter Lipsett won the 510,000 first prize.
— [ ’ T

Ahmed Ragab (center left) and Mahmoud Farouk (center right) of the Egyptian Center for Public Studies (Egypt)
accept the 2018 Templeton Freedom Award. From left to right: Robert Alt of the Buckeye Institute (United
States), Patrick MclLaughlin of the Mercatus Center at George Mason University (United States), Ahmed Ragab,
Mahmoud Farouk, Zoran Low of Lipa Taxpayers Association (Croatia), Agustin Etchebarne of Libertad y Progreso
(Argentina), and Charles Mitchell of the Commonwealth Foundation (United States).
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Roberto Salinas Leon, director of Atlas Network's Cen-  John Stossel, former host of Fox Business’ Stossel,
ter for Latin America, delivers the Atlas Club Briefing pri-  who has been on the Board of the Central Park Con-
or to Freedom Dinner on “The Future of Mexico — Will ~ servancy since 2004, delivers a special tour of Central
AMLO Steer Mexico Down the Road to Serfdom.” Park following Liberty Forum & Freedom Dinner.
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{INSIDE ATLAS NETWORK}

GLOBAL POLICY PERSPECTIVES EVENT SERIES

Ma Junjie, pictured left in the photo on left, gave the talk "Defender of the Market of Ideas in China” on Oct. 25
at the Cornell Club in New York City. (Right) Yeonmi Park’s talk, "North Korea: The Human Rights Crisis That Re-
mains” was delivered on Sep. 4, also at the Cornell Club in New York City.

Atlas Network’s regular New York event series,
Global Policy Perspectives, brings world-class think
tank leaders to Manhattan to deliver talks on timely
and topical policy issues affecting their countries.
In September and October, Atlas Network hosted
Yeonmi Park of Freedom for North Korea and Ma
Junjie of Unirule Institute of Economics and ENC
Centre for Global Affairs (China).

Park, a well-known human rights activist and North
Korean refugee, mentioned a few questions people
often ask her, among them a question asking why
North Koreans don’t rise up against the regime.
Her response: “How can you fight for your freedom
when you don’t know you are a slave?”

Since her own personal story is widely known, Park

focused on the conditions of roughly 300,000 North

Korean defectors currently living in China — most
of them women. She also said that despite a recent
détente in U.S.-North Korean relations and a public
relations “charm offensive” at the 2018 Olympics,
conditions for the North Korean people remain at
abysmally low levels. Respect for human rights re-
mains nonexistent, and several of Park’s relatives
have disappeared in recent years as she has become
a vocal critic of the regime and wider-known advo-
cate for human rights protections in the country.

In addition to speaking on the history of Unirule
from its founding up to the present day, Junjie’s
talk touched on the current political environment
in China and how he and others are working to
promote ideas of a free society within the country’s
borders despite a government that is growing in-
creasingly hostile to civil society.

To learn more about these and upcoming events visit AtlasNetwork.org/Events
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CONNECT WITH ATLAS NETWORK

{twitter}
@AtlasNetwork {fax}
202-280-1259
{facebook} |
facebook.com/atlasnetwork {email}
info@AtlasNetwork.org
{instagram}
@atlasnetwork {address}
Atlas Network
{web} Two Liberty Center

4075 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 310

AtlasNetwork.or
J Arlington, VA 22203

{snapchat}

atlasnetwork {donate}

AtlasNetwork.org/donate

{phone} 202-449-8444

202-449-8449

SUPPORT THE VISION

Your generous gift today will help Atlas Network cultivate a highly effective and expansive global network
of independent partners committed to advancing our shared vision of a free, prosperous, and peaceful
world where the rule of law, private property, and free markets are defended by governments whose powers
are limited. Make your tax-deductible donation at AtlasNetwork.org/donate or email Director of Devel-
opment Al Canata at Al.Canata@AtlasNetwork.org.
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“Winning the Templeton Freedom Award is a vindi-
cation not only for ECPPS as a serious organization
doing serious work in a very challenging environment,
but also the ideas of classical liberalism and their place
in advancing freedom in Egypt and around the world.”
— Mahmoud Farouk, Founder and Board Member of the Egyptian
Center for Public Policy Studies (ECCPS)

AT LAS TWO LIBERTY CENTER, 4075 WILSON BOULEVARD, SUITE 310
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