






AFRICA The week of events kicked off with Africa Liberty Forum 2021, where speakers touched on topics like 
government pandemic responses, entrepreneurship, and constitutionalism. One of the big problems of the last year, speakers 
noted, was that African governments largely copied other nations’ COVID responses, without accounting for differences in 
risk factors. This led to government overreach and economic devastation. Panelists from around the continent discussed 
how to make Africa a world player—standing up for its own people among powers like the United States, the European 
Union, and China—by expanding its trade potential and improving deal-making. 

EUROPE Leaders from around Europe convened virtually at Europe Liberty Forum 2021 to exchange analysis 
and strategies on reversing government overreach during the pandemic, the rise of the authoritarian left and right, and 
declining trust in the media. COVID-19 was a central topic, with speakers discussing how government lockdowns and 
bailouts have distorted the market and individuals’ lives, how populists have exploited the crisis to push their agendas, how 
the European Union failed to effectively procure vaccines, and how Atlas Network partners can take the initiative to move 
the Overton Window back toward liberty.

LATIN AMERICA The 2021 Latin America Liberty Forum was truly a special one, with two sitting Latin 
American presidents contributing to the proceedings. The Hon. Guillermo Lasso of Ecuador opened the forum with a welcome 
message, where he expounded on the importance of liberty in Latin America. The Hon. Luis Lacalle Pou of Uruguay joined 
Martín Aguirre—editor of the weekly Spanish-language briefing on all things Latin America, Mirada Sur—for a thirty-minute 
interview to close out the forum. President Lacalle Pou explained Uruguay’s measured approach to COVID-19, China’s role 
in Latin America and President Biden’s lack of response, and much more. 

ASIA The 2021 Asia Liberty Forum capped the week of events with a focus on how to move out of the pandemic 
with a renewed commitment to human rights, reforming government, and economic vitality. With many governments taking 
drastic—even military—responses to fighting COVID-19, opening session panelists discussed how these measures have 
disrupted lives and economies. Speakers presented strategies for improving government in Asia, such as strengthening 
rule of law, privatizing government services, and taking advantage of opportunities presented by the internet. Tarun Vats 
interviewed Dr. Gurcharan Das on liberal responses to crises and inequality. A closing panel analyzed the state of women’s 
rights in Asia and how they can be improved.

Travel restrictions forced Atlas Network to hold 
each of the events on an online platform, but 
that did not stop traditions like Think Tank Shark 
Tank and Regional Liberty Awards from continu-
ing in style. Recordings of individual sessions are 
available on YouTube.

A TOTAL OF 870 ATTENDEES 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD 
JOINED THE FOUR 2021 
REGIONAL LIBERTY 
FORUMS THIS YEAR. 

resounding success

Ibrahim Anoba of Atlas Network’s Center for African 
Prosperity was joined by Aimable Manirakiza (Centre for 
Development and Enterprise–Great Lakes, Burundi), Christo 
�P�ñ�­�­�F�h�8�@�X�9�H�™�����X�s�ñ�™�Y���­�X�H�s�µ�h���ñ�­�F�s�h�*�X�®�s�µ�­�@�X���7�™�F���ñ�:�*�X�ñ�h���X�g�s�æ�X
Bentil (IMANI Center for Policy and Education, Ghana) to talk 
about how African leaders can build a better Africa.

Dr. Lyall Swim was joined onstage by Martin Kothé (Friedrich 
�u�ñ�µ�f�ñ�h�h�X�H�s�µ�h���ñ�­�F�s�h�X�7�s�™�X�H�™�������s�f�*�X���µ�]�8�ñ�™�F�ñ�:�*�X�®�ñ�¤�ñ�X�s�F�™�Y�s�Í�F���X
(Center for Anti-Authoritarian Studies, Serbia), Marin 
Lessenki (Open Society Institute, Bulgaria), and Irina Nedeva 
(Association of European Journalists, Bulgaria) to discuss 
�I�s�����F�ñ�X�F�h�X�'�F�7�æ���µ�]�­�X�»�F�f���¡�)�J

Atlas Network’s Rómulo López spoke with Ignacio Munyo 
(CERES, Uruguay), Juan José Daboub (Atlas Network’s 
Center for Latin America), and Mary O’Grady (Wall Street 
Journal) at the closing panel of Latin America Liberty Forum 
�ë�é�ë�ê�X�s�h�X�I�»�@���X�£�ñ�­�@�X�H�s�™�Î�ñ�™���X�F�h�X�i�ñ�­�F�h�X���f���™�F���ñ�)�J

Atlas Network’s Alex Cordell led a discussion with Gideon 
Rozner (Institute for Public Affairs, Australia), Kristine 
Alcantara (Foundation for Economic Freedom, Philippines), 
and Lakshmi Sampath Goyal (Centre for Civil Society, India) 
about how the pandemic and government responses have 
disrupted economies and lives across the region.
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FOR THE FIRST TIME IN TWO 
YEARS, ATLAS NETWORK’S—
AND THE FREEDOM MOVE-
MENT’S—BIGGEST ANNUAL 
EVENT WAS BACK IN PERSON.

From December 13 to 14, 2021, nearly 700 ac-
tivists, intellectuals, and individuals representing 

over 50 countries gathered in Miami, Florida, to 
celebrate the successes and find solutions to the 
challenges of the last two years. 

Opening with remarks from Simon Lee (Lion 
Rock Institute, Hong Kong), Magatte Wade (At-
las Network’s Center for African Prosperity, Sen-
egal), Nick Gillespie (Reason, United States), and 
more, the two-day Liberty Forum gave attendees 

an opportunity to hear how like-minded organi-
zations from around the world have weathered 
the pandemic, to learn from experts on how to 
hone their efforts, and to celebrate the successes 
they achieved during the last two years. Break-
out sessions included deep dives into each glob-
al region, discussions on the liberal response to 
digital censorship, how to tell stories effectively 

Latin Grammy-winning artist Yotuel performs 
“Patria y Vida,” the anthem of the Cuban 

freedom protests, at Freedom Dinner 2021.

Linda Whetstone, Arturo Brillembourg, 
and Fred Young (not pictured) judge the 

Think Tank Shark Tank competition.

Prashant Narang, associate director of 
research and program lead at Centre for Civil 

Society, accepts the 2021 Templeton Freedom 
Award on behalf of his organization.

Yeonmi Park, North Korean refugee and human 
rights activist, speaks at Liberty Forum on her 

concerns about rising illiberalism in higher 
education in the United States.

Dr. Jayme Lemke (Mercatus Center, U.S.), Fatima Masse (México 
Evalúa, Mexico), Izabela Patriota (Ladies of Liberty Alliance, Brazil), 

and Baishali Bomjan (Trayas Foundation, India) discuss dignity, 
development, and women’s rights at #LFFD21.

Gerry Ohrstrom accepts the 2021 Lights, Camera, 
Liberty Award on behalf of the Property and 

Environment Research Center.

Brad Lips (Atlas Network, U.S.), Simon Lee (Lion Rock Institute, Hong Kong), Magatte Wade 
(Atlas Network’s Center for African Prosperity, Senegal), Nick Gillespie (Reason, U.S.), 

Antonella Marty (Atlas Network’s Center for Latin America), and Marek Tatala (Economic 
Freedom Foundation, Poland) at Liberty Forum & Freedom Dinner’s opening remarks.

liberty forum & freedom dinner
and expand audiences, and more. Favorite events 
such as the John Blundell Elevator Pitch Competi-
tion, Think Tank Shark Tank, and Lights, Camera, 
Liberty returned to the stage this year, along with 
new entries like Atlas Network’s first virtual re-
ality film experience, New Hope—which features 
Students For Liberty Brasil’s work to bring prop-
erty rights to favelas.

Freedom Dinner—held at the home of the Miami 
Marlins—included the announcement of the 
inaugural winner of the new Atlas Network–
Cátedra Vargas Llosa Young Journalism Prize, 
Yotuel’s electric performance of his Latin Grammy-
winning song “Patria y Vida,” and Dr. Tom Palmer’s 
receipt of the Sir Antony Fisher Achievement 
Award for his work to bring freedom and prosperity 

to people around the world. Centre for Civil Society 
won the 2021 Templeton Freedom Award and its 
US$100,000 prize for their work to expand legal 
protections to street vendors in India.

Be sure to put a 2022  
Atlas Network event on 
your calendar today!
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Launched in December 2021, the Center for Asia & Oceania is led by Atlas Network Executive Vice 
President for International Programs and George M. Yeager Chair for Advancing Liberty Dr. Tom 
G. Palmer. The Center works with 47 partners across an area encompassing 60% of the world’s 
population to replace conflict with harmonious and peaceful trade, poverty with prosperity, and 
arbitrary power with the rule of law. The goal is a region of peace and prosperity, toleration, and 
dignity for all.

The cultural and economic diversity of Asia and Oceania represents a special opportunity for those 
committed to living together peacefully. Liberal values are neither eastern nor western, northern 
nor southern, but human values, and they are found in a multitude of cultures and histories. They 
are also eminently practical and can produce the best framework for solutions to problems of 
poverty, exclusion, and conflict in a region of the world with a complex history of noted struggles 
against poverty, instability, and oppressive regimes. 

Countries throughout Asia and Oceania present target-rich environments for opportunities for 
potential reform to expand liberty. Among the myriad challenges to freedom are government 
responses to the COVID-19 pandemic that have disrupted both economies and private lives, cultural 
and policy barriers holding women back from receiving the same rights as men, unfair and opaque 
tax systems, unnecessary restrictions on microenterprise and small business, and much more.

Learn more about the Center for Asia & Oceania’s activities and initiatives at AtlasNetwork.org.

Jimmy Lai’s Message of Hope, Wall Street Journal, January 6, 2021

Is Censorship the Answer?, RealClearPolitics, February 26, 2021

A New Democracy is Struggling, Eurasia Review, March 13, 2021

Is Biden’s Jimmy Carter Impression an Opportunity for Reagan 2.0?, RealClearPolicy, May 21, 2021

Ukraine Poised for Historic Land Market Breakthrough, Atlantic Council, June 10, 2021

Want to Solve the Immigration Crisis? Invest in the Central American Economy, RealClearPolicy, June 11, 2021

Navigating through Turbulence, Foreign Policy, July 2021

Call for USAID staff increase at odds with goal to make aid more “local,” The Hill, August 5, 2021

Think Tanks’ Impact on Policy in Turbulent Times, Think Tank Watch, August 6, 2021

I’m a Cuban dissident. We need America to stand with us against this communist regime, USA Today, August 31, 2021

As we endure COVID-19, don’t underestimate our extraordinary freedom crisis, Washington Examiner, September 17, 2021

Why the World Bank Erred In Halting Its “Doing Business” Report, RealClearMarkets, October 20, 2021

Americans Are Deeply Divided Over How to Structure an Efficient and Fair Economy, PJ Media, October 22, 2021

Think Tanks Can Be a Frontline Defense against Pandemic Setbacks, National Review, December 12, 2021

How Leftist “Saviors” Ruined Latin America, Reason, December 14, 2021

President-Elect Boric Aims to Undo Chile’s Economic Progress, Wall Street Journal, December 21, 2021

announcing...
ATLAS NETWORK’S CENTER FOR ASIA & OCEANIA 
THIS NEWEST REGIONAL CENTER WILL DEEPEN OUR WORK 
IN ONE OF THE MOST POLITICALLY, CULTURALLY, AND 
RELIGIOUSLY DIVERSE REGIONS OF THE WORLD

in the news
ATLAS NETWORK THOUGHT LEADERSHIP APPEARED IN OVER  
A DOZEN OUTLETS IN SEVERAL COUNTRIES THROUGHOUT 2021.

MEDIA OUTLETS

ARTICLE FEATURES
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STAFF  
MEMBERS
James Anderson

Lindy Arsenault

Amanda Ashworth

Brad Austin

Shannon Carter

Alex Cordell

Hane Crevelari

Colleen Cummings

Alyssa DiPadova

Sam Druzbik

Isaac Emery

Chad Goote

Kam Griffin

Cody Hickman

Patty Hohlbein 

Derek Hosford

Mehul Jindal

Chris Kinnan

Brad Lips

Romulo Lopez

Ariana Mann

Antonella Marty

Max Matusow

Lachlan Mersky

Riley Mohorc

Clint Pagurko

Casey Pifer

Jennifer Porter

Katherine Price

Tom Palmer

Hunter Rauch

Ellen Saakashvili

Chelsea Schick

Jack Shannon

AJ Skiera

Vale Sloane

Lyall Swim

Matt Warner

Revenue

  Contributions

Other Income

Total Revenue

Expenses

Programs

Management

Development

Total Expenses

  Cash & 
  Investments

Pledges &  
Receivables

Other Assets

Total Assets

Liabililties

Net Assets

$17,966

$195

$18,161

$14,604

$770

$1,275

$16,648

$10,593

$5,251

$1,606

$17,450

$2,087

$15,362

2 0 2 1
(thousands)

12/31/21
(thousands)

12/31/21
(thousands)

2 0 2 0
(thousands)

$15,453

 $92

$15,545

$11,479

$556

$927

$12,963

$8,352

$5,984

$1,140

$15,450

$1,600

$13,850

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
Lawson Bader
Luis Henrique Ball
Scott Barbee
Thomas Beach
Robert Boyd
Montgomery Brown
Linda Edwards
Debbi Gibbs
Jean-Claude Gruffat

Nikolaos Monoyios
Parth Shah
Kathryn Washburn
_______

We’d like to recognize  
the years of service  
and leadership of  
Dan Grossman, Gerry 
Orhstrom, and Linda 
Whetstone, who all 
retired from the  
Board in 2021.

AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS WILL 
BE AVAILABLE AT ATLASNETWORK.ORG 
IN MAY 2022.2021 financials our team
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PROGRAMS

MANAGEMENT

DEVELOPMENT

E X P E N S E S  2 0 2 1

4.6%
7.7%

87.7%



4075 Wilson Blvd

Suite #310

Arlington, VA 22203

AtlasNetwork.org


